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The Wall Street Journal named UF the  
top public institution in its “2024 Best 

Colleges in the U.S.” report. The list 
compares student outcomes, like 

graduating on time, cost of attendance, 
and salary after graduation, as well as 

learning environment. 
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Congratulations! 

  
 

Guests tour the Plant Diagnostic Center and its library at the open house event September 15 
(top). Honey Bee Research & Extension Lab members and supporters at an interactive tour on 
October 26 (bottom).

https://news.ufl.edu/2023/10/strategic-funding-awardees/
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/11/strategic-funding/
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/11/strategic-funding/
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/11/third-strategic-funding/
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/12/fourth-round-of-strategic-funding/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_P-SdAEPw9E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBmRlGIopLo
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XND0OpEdzrY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egPjKzUy-QQ
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S 
R. Elaine Turner, Ph.D., Dean for the UF/IFAS College of Agricultural and  
Life Sciences | returner@ufl.edu | @UFCALS 
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Jennifer Weeks, lecturer 
in the Dept. of Entomology 

& Nematology, earns the 
National Teaching and 
Student Engagement 

Award from USDA NIFA. 
Article 

Students participating in a therapeutic horticulture session at Wilmot Botanical Gardens.

“The student wellness group is amazing. In the few months I have been a 
part of this group, I have watched my sleeping habits improve, my anxiety 
lessen, and my activity has increased. The combination of working with 
plants and mindfulness works wonders...I have enjoyed this experience 
immensely, and I think everyone could benefit from it.” 

—Student participant feedback 
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Jessica Czipulis, UF/IFAS College of Agricultural and Life Sciences | jessica.czipulis@ufl.edu 

Katherine Harris and 
Congressman Scott Franklin

 

https://give.ifas.ufl.edu/VPPromise/
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Andra Johnson, Ph.D., Dean for UF/IFAS Extension, Director of Florida Cooperative 
Extension Service | andra.johnson@ufl.edu | @IFAS_Extension 

 

4-H Agent Niki Crawson teaches a Living on My Own 
financial literacy course at a high school in Walton County.  

  

 

https://twitter.com/IFAS_Extension
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/andrajohnson/2023/11/07/honoring-veterans-creating-opportunities/?mc_cid=8ae479e09d&mc_eid=4e2eeca548
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Marie Arick, Liberty Co. Family and Consumer 
Sciences agent, conducts a Living On My Own 
financial literacy class at a local high school.  

 

 

 

 

Professor of Pedometrics, Landscape Analysis, and GIS | UF/IFAS Dept. of Soil, 
Water, and Ecosystem Sciences 
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https://bit.ly/3QNFhiz


Always IFAS December 2023 

F 

Lauren Stutts, Scott Latimer and Gilles Basset with UF VP for Research David Norton at the 
InnOvation Showcase. 

John Davis, Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean for UF/IFAS Research, 
Associate Director of the Florida Agricultural Experiment Station  
jmdavis@ufl.edu  

Marcio Resende, left, was 
CEO of RAPiD Genomics, 
one of the fastest-growing 
Gator-led businesses in 
2017 and 2018. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://research.ifas.ufl.edu/media/researchifasufledu/docs/pdf/IFAS-Innovator-List_2023.pdf
https://research.ifas.ufl.edu/media/researchifasufledu/docs/pdf/IFAS-Innovator-List_2023.pdf
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I 
Barbara McDade Gordon, Ph.D. | President, Retired Faculty of the University of 
Florida | Professor Emerita, UF Department of Geography, UF Center for African 
Studies | bmcdade@ufl.edu 

December 2023 Always IFAS 

Continued next page 

 

RFUF President-Elect Rick D'Alli and President 
Barbara McDade Gordon present the "Coveted 
RFUF Cup" to UF President Ben Sasse who 
kicked off the Fall 2023 Speakers Series on 
September 6. 

Natália Peres provided words of 
inspiration to the fall UF 
graduates at three of five 

commencement ceremonies 
held Dec. 15-16. She spoke 

about her path to becoming a 
scientist in strawberry disease 
prevention, stationed at the 
UF/IFAS Gulf Coast REC. 

(Watch her remarks here.) 
NASA Administrator and 
longtime U.S. Senator Bill 

Nelson addressed the other two 
ceremonies. 

UF/IFAS Researcher 
Speaks at Fall 

Commencement 

mailto:bmcdade07@gmail.com
mailto:jrconn@ufl.edu
https://web.cvent.com/event/f7c47b2f-e993-43bf-a1b6-17989e9dfd1f/summary
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/12/peres-speech/
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/12/commencement-speakers/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=from+florida&utm_id=Dec12
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/12/commencement-speakers/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=from+florida&utm_id=Dec12
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/12/commencement-speakers/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=from+florida&utm_id=Dec12
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Article 

Charles E. Young, UF’s 10th 

President, Dies at Age 91  

Ben Sasse 
Inaugurated as  

13th UF President  

Click to watch the 
Inauguration Ceremony 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Our website has links to 
meeting recordings and a 
gallery of fun photos! 
retiredfaculty.ufl.edu
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https://www.gainesville.com/obituaries/pgai0621711
https://www.bradwellmortuaryfl.com/obituary/Yolanda-Goode
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/osceolanewsgazette/name/marilyn-tileston-obituary?id=52607519
https://ufrfprofessors.research.ufl.edu/wright-david/
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